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eath strikes and surprises; yet shaken by
history, and more
than ever after Auschwitz, the Jew
takes a toast "to life," lehayyim\
Paradoxically, the hot and familiar experience of death makes life
still richer and more tasty. The
acute awareness of death calls for
the full enjoyment of life. Qohelet
recommends this wisdom: "Live
joyfully . . . Whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with your might;
for there is no work or device or
knowledge or wisdom in the grave
where you are going" (Ecclesiastes
9:1-10, NKJV).
But in the heart of this high
quality of intense life, where the
thought of nothingness is rejected,

stands the burning question:
What comes after? Where are we
going beyond this big step into the
silence? Where have gone our
friends and our parents whose
bones lie in the tomb? This question bothered the ancient, who
liked to compare death to a traveling sailboat. Like the dead, the
boat disappears on the cloudy horizon, and we don't know where
it goes beyond the point where sea
and sky touch. Jews and Christians also meet here, carried by the
same question but also transported by the same fables and the
same hopes. Did the soul take off
into heaven and vanish in the eternity of God, or is it awaiting
somewhere the day of resurrection

to join the recreated body? Is the
soul traveling from body to body
in an infinite journey? For the
Hebrew of the Bible, the answer
to these questions is both tragic
and comforting: nothing survives
after death, yet on this lucid observation is articulated the hope
which runs all the risks. Lehayyim
is then more than a toast which
invites to the present enjoyment
out of the anguish of the forthcoming unavoidable event. It is
the recognition of the victory of
life over death; it is the affirmation of hope in spite of all, but it
is above all the expression of a
genuine faith which owes everything to the God who is alive: hay.
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